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The Profits arifing from the Sale of the Work, are devoted 
te the fupport of Miffions to the Heathen, and the frontier 
Settlements. 
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INTRODUCTION. 








HIS Magazine is now prefented to the Public, under the 
Pf. patronage and direétion of the Synop of PirTsBuRG. 
Should it meet with fufficient encouragement, it will probably 
be continued. That the generous public may be well in- 
formed of the benevolent defigns of the Synod in this matter, 
and have opportunity, while they are benefitting themfelves, 
to advance the happinefs of mankind, we here infert the terms 
of publication. Thefe, it is expected, will appear yearly in 
the body of eur MAGAzINE; in order to fhew, that the deor 
is conftantly open for new fubfcriptions, and to folicit the 
fame. , a t2., tim 
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FOR PUBLISHING BY SUBSCRIPTION, 


{UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF THE SYNOD OF PITTSBURGJ 


A PERIODICAL WORK, TO BE CALLED 


The Weftern Missionary Magazine. 
TO CONTAIN, 


Original Pieces ;-Extraéts upon Religious Subjedts j= 
Biographical fketches of Perfons who have been ufeful and 
eminent in the Church ;—Ecclefiaftical Hiftory ;—Informa- 
tion refpecting Miffions ;—Narratives of revivals of Religi- 
on ;—Remarks on the fulfilment of prophefies as they refpeét 
the pretent day ;~—-Expofitions of diffi ult peffages of Scrip 
tu.e;— Accounts of remarkable difpenfations of Providenc: 5 
Evanoelical Hymns j— agether w th whatever: elfe may ade 
vance genuine piety, and pure morality. . 
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CONDITIONS OF PUBLICATION, 


I. The Magazine will be pubiifhed monthly; to be printed with 
a goed type, and on paper of a good quality. : 

II. Each number fhall contain not lets than forty pages - The price 
to Subfcribers twelve and a half cents; to Non-fubicribers 

ourteen Cents. . 

III. At the end of every year an Index to the twelve preceding 
Numbers will be given gratis. 

IV. Payment to be mauve on the delivery of thebeoks: Any per- 
fon who fhall take twelve copies for himfelf, or Subicri- 
bers whom he has obtained, and pay for them upon deli- 
very, thall receive one gratis, 

V. The publication will commence as foon as 5co copies fhall 
be fubfcribed for; and notice will be given in the public 
papers when the frit Number will be ready, which it 1s fap- 
pofed will be in February next. 

VI. Any perfon may withdraw his fub{cription at the end of the 
year, upon giving a month’s previous notice. 


The extent and progreflive ftate of this Wefiern Country ; its 
vicinity to the Indian tribes, whofe jituation deeply engages the 
attention of the Miffionary {pirit now fo prevalent in the Coriflian 
world ; its connection with thefe Weftern and new fetticmenis,in 
which Reiigion has been of late fo eminently revived ; the pleafing 
appearances of the fame remarkable work among ourfelve: ; the 
difficulty; expenfe, and delay occafioned in procuring fimilar 
publications from the Eaftern part of the Continent ; the impor. 
tance of diffeminating Chriftian knowledge, the pleaung theught 
of circulating that religious intelligence, which will probably 
giadden the hearts of many of the friends of Zion, are powerful 
motives to induce the undertaking in this Country a work of the 
above deicripiion. 

From theie confiderations, the Synod of Pittfburgh refolved 
to undertake the prefent Work; and appointed the following 
Gentlemen, members of their body, to be Editors : 

The Reverend Meflicurs 


JOHN M-MILLAN, JAMES HUGHS, 
THOMAS MOORE, SAMUEL PORTER, 
JOHN ANDERSON, WILLIAM VYLIE 
JOSERM BADGER, DAVID SMITH, — 
JOHN M:PHERIN, SAMUEL RALSTONE 
*ILLIAM WICK, GEORGESCOTT. — 


To the three firft of thefe is committed the more immediat 
fuperiniendance of the bufinefs ; and to chem, with the other nine 
. . , F . ; > 

are to be direéted all communicatiens and papers for infertion. 
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The Editors by no means promife to give celebrity to the 
publication either by the originelity of their {cbjedts or ele- 
gance of compofition. But they do indulge the hepe, that by 
carefully avoiding whatever might produce variance among 
Chriftians ; by eitablifhing an extenfive correfpondenee, fo as to 
procure religious intelligence frem different parts ef the Conti- 
nent, and from Europe; by a choice felection from former pub- 
dications, and by fketches of the lives of great and good men, 
they thall be inftrumental in fome degree, to increafe harmony 
in the Church; to edify and animate the Chriftian, and to pro- 
mote real Religion and the beft intereits of Man. ; 

Private emolument is no objeé&t of this Work; as, whatever 
profits fhall accrue, will be faithfully depofited in a fund for the 
fupport of miffions to the Heathen, and to fuch fettlements as 
yet are not in circumftances to fupport the Gofpel. 

To a work fo ufeful—fo much wanted in eur Country, un- 
derteken for fuch benefigial purpofes, and condu&ed with fuch 
difinterefted views, the Editors may well folicit and expe& 
encouragement from every friend ef Religion and Morality. 

=< 2 Thofe who hold Subfcription Papers, are requefed to return them, or 
the Number of Copies they want, to the Ediiors. 





THE ufefulnefs of fuch a work, bas for years beem experia 
enced in many parts of the Church, both in Europe and, 
America. To this we are not altogether ftrangers, -in this 
remote part of our finful world, Similar publications have, 
in fome meafure, circulated amongft us; at leaft, fo far, as to 
give many of the friends of Zion a tafte and relifh for them. 
They have experienced the truth of Solomon’s declaration 5 
“ As cold waters, to a thirfty foul: fo is good news from a 
far country.’’ Many of the pious in thefe parts have, fer fe- 
veral years paft ftrongly expreffed their defires, that a Reii~ 
gious Periodical Publication fhould be undertaken and carried 
on amongft us. Some ef thefe live to fee their wifhes, ina 
meafure, gratified. Many obftacles and diffieulties have 
prevented engaging fooner in the work: but, if we wait for 
their total removal, it can never be uadertaken, . The feate 
tered fituatien of our minifters, through a new and extenfive 
country; the care of the churches, which lies upon them 5 
the inceflant labours to which they are called, beth at home 
and abroad; the want of perfons of fufficient abilities, fxed 
in fome fuitable place te carry on fuch a work, are obttacles; 
ailmoft infurmountable. While, en the other hand, the local 


. > an hebahiin em — . ee — cseinssitel 


hy ae » 










































































cy Tetrodufion. 


CONDITIONS OF PUBLICATION. 


I. The Magazine will be publifhed monthly; to be printed with 
a goed type, and on paper of a good quality. ; 

II. Each number fhall contain not lets than forty pages : The price 
to Subfcribers twelve aud a half cents; toN on-{ubicribers 

gurteen Cents. . 

III. At the end of every year an Index to the twelve preceding 
Numbers will be given gratis. 

IV. Payment to be mage on the delivery of thebeoks: Any per- 
fon who fhall take twelve copies for himfelf, or Subferi- 
bers whom he has obtained, and pay for them upon deli- 
very, fhall receive one gratis, 

V. The publication will commence as foon as 500 copies fhall 
be fubferibed for; and notice will be given in the public 
papers when the firft Number wil] be ready, which it is fup- 
pofed will be in February next. 

VI. Aay perfon may withdraw his fub{cription at the end of the 
year, upon giving a month’s previous notice. 


The extent and progreflive ftate of this Weflern Country ; its 
vicinity to the Indian tribes, whoie fituation deeply enpages the 
attention of the Miffionary {pirit now fe prevalent in the Chriflian 
world ; its connettion with thefe Weftern and new fetticments, in 
which Reiigion has been of late fo eminently revived ; the pleafing 
appearances of the fame remarkable work among ourfelve: ; the 
difficulty; é€xpenfe, and delay occsfioned in procuring fimilar 
publications from the Eaftern part of the Continent ; the impor. 
tance of difleminating Chriflian knowledge, the pleaung thought 
of circulating that religious intelligence, which will probably 
gladden the hearts of many of the friends of Zion, are powerful 
motives to induce the undertaking in tais Country a work of the 
above deicription. 

From theie confiderations, the Synod of Pitthurgh refolved 
to undertake the prefent Work; and appointed the following 
Gentlemen, members of their body, to be Editors : 


The Reverend Mefficurs 


JOHN M:MILLAN, JAMES HUGHS, 
THOMAS MOORE, SAMUEL PORTER, 
JOHN ANDERSON, WILLIAM WYLIE, 
{OKRA BADGER, DAVID SMITH 
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The Editors by no means promife to give celebrity to the 
publication either by the originelity of their {ebjedts or ele- 
gance of compofition. But they do indulge the hepe, that by 
carefully avoiding whatever might produce variance among 
Chriftians ; by eitablifhing an extenfive correfpondence, fo as to 
procure religious intelligence frem different parts of the Conti- 
nent, and from Europe; by a choice felection from former pub- 
dications, and by fketches ef the lives of great and good men, 
they fhall be inftrumental in feme degree, to increafe harmony 
in the Church; to edify and animate the Chriftian, and to pro- 
mote real Religion and the beft intereits of Man. , a: 

Private emolument is no obje&t of this Work; as, whatever 
profits fhall accrue, will be faithfully depofited in a fund for the 
fupport of miffions to the Heathen, and to fuch fettlements as 
yet are not in circumftances to fupport the Gofpel. 

To a work fo ufeful—fo much wanted in eur Country, un- 
derteken for fuch benefisial purpofes, and conduéted with fuch 
difinterefted views, the. Editors may well folicit and expe& 
encouragement from every friend ef Religion and Morality. © 


GP” Theft who hold Subfcription Papers, are requefed to return them, or 
the Number of Copies they want, to the Edliiors. 





THE ufefulnefs of fuch a work, las for years beem experia 
enced in many parts of the Church, both in Europe and 
America. To this we are net altogether ftrangers, -im this, 
remote part of our finful world, Similar publications haves 
in fome meafure, circulated amongft us; at leaft, fo far, as to 
give many of the friends of Zion a tafte and relifh for them. 
They have experienced the truth of Solomon’s declaration 
“ As cold waters, to a thirfty feul: fo is good news from a 
far country.’’ Many of the pious in thefe parts have, fer fe- 
veral years paft ftrongly exprefled their defires, that a Reli- 
gious Periodical Publication fhould be undertaken and carried 
on amongft us. Some ef thefe live to fee their wifhes, ina 
meafure, gratified. Many obftacles and diffieulties have: 
prevented engaging fooner in the work: but, if we wait for 
their total removal, it can never be uadertaken. . The feate 
tered fituatien of our minifters, through a new and extenfive 
country; the care of the churches, which lies upen them 5 
the inceflant labours to which they are called, beth at home 
and abroad; the want of perfons of fufficient abilities, fixed 
in fame fuitable place te carry on fuch a work, are obftacles; 
aloof infurmountable. While, en the other hand, the local; 
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S+uation of our country; the advancement of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom, and the aftonifhing events, which are taking place 
in tae Chriftian world, come forward with demands, we dare 
not refi?. How many thoufands are there on this fide of the 
Allegheay mountains, whofe hearts kindle at every advance 
they hear the King of Glory making; fhut out almoft in- 
tircly from every kind of religious intelligence, except what 
pafles among themfelves, and ina few private letters! W hat a 
pitiable fituation, in a day, when {uch wonders are told of 
the city of our God ! 
-. Tt is highly probable there never was a day, when the mif- 
fionagy fpirit reached fo many minds, and engaged fo many 
hearts in this defirable work, as the prefent. This fpirit 
now pervades both Europe and America. Many aftonifhing 
things have been performed by it; and we have reafon to 
look for -:ill greater. The hand of the Lord is evidently in 
all this. Greater fuccefs, at the beginning of fuch a work, 


could not be expeéted; when we confider, that we live in 


the midft of a crooked and perverfe generation; and the 
people, to whem miffions are fent, poflefled of hearts totally 
corrupt and depraved. The prefent day, as it refpeéts mif- 
fionary bunfiefs, is evidently a promiting feed-time— The 
fair harveft fha!l arife— The Great Head of the Church will 
not fuffer fo much praying and doing to be defpifed and loft. 
Should it not foon produce its defired effects, to fpread the 
Gofpel through the whole earth, it will undoubtedly prepare 
chambers for the children of God to hide in, when the Lord 
fhail pour out his greater indignation on a wicked, ungodly, 
and infidel world. ; 

As great as the wonders are, which have been wrought by 
the miffionary fpirit, ftill greater have been performed by the 
fpirit of fovereign grace, in the hearts of finners. For thefe 
four or five years paft, the blefled Redeemer has been pour- 
sng out his Spiritin a remarkable manner. It has come 
down on many parts of our land, like fhowers on meadows 
newly mown. Since the years 1742 and 3744, there has 
not been a greater, and more extenfive work of the Spirit, 

- carried on im this our American world. In the Eaft; in the 
Wet; in the North, and in the South, the King of Grace 
has been riding forth in the chariot of his Gofpel, conquer- 
ing and to conquer; prercing the hearts of his enemies under 
him; fubduing many of them to himfelf ; and at the fame 
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time, quickening and comforting many of his friends and fol- 
lowers, in a view of the future profperity of his Church and 








This fame defirable work is now making progrefs a- 
neft us, in many of our congregations. It is tobe hoped, 
that it will reach every part of our land, and fill the whole 
pearth with the light of the glorious Gofpel of the Sun of 
¥ ighteoufnefs. As a ftrengthening confideration of this our 
“hope, we would obferve, that this work is by no means ¢on- 
fined to Anierica; but has extended itfelf to many parts of 
Europe. Scotland and Ireland, we underftand, are now, in 
. fome meature, fharing in the bleffed influences of the Spirit 
of Divine Grace. And in many other parts, there appears a 
{pirited engagednefs for the profperity of Zion, both at home 
and abroad. ‘This was probably not exceeded fince the Apof- 
tolic times. The unity of the Spirit, as to the objet it 
refpects, viz. the advancement of the Redeemer’s kingdom, 
is almoft incredible. How many thoufand prayers of faith has 
this drawn forth from the hearts of Chriftians, and fent unto 
the Father of All Mercy, in the name of his own dear Son! 
And how many thoufand more will it probably produce ! 
How great and precious is that promife, which our Lerd 
gave his Difciples, when here in the fiefh: * If twoof you fhalk 
agree on earth, as touching any thing that they fhall afk, it 
fhall be done for them of my Father, which is in Heaven.” 
While the Great Head of the Church is fo evidently 
lengthening her cords, and ftrengthening her ftakes, every 
exertion ought to.be made to engage all the friends of Ziom 
with one heart and one voice, in the fame defirable work. 
One of the beft methods we can devife to effeét this is, a 
Religious Periodteal Publication, through the channel of which 
fhall be communicated to the Church at large, every fpecies 
of religious intelligence, which fhall be deemed interefting te 
the caufe of our Redeemer. In an eventful period, like this, 
who can withhold a helping hand from fuch a work, either by 
refufing its fubfcriptions, or neglecting to furnith all thofe 
fuitable materials which may come within his power! Al- 
though thefe are to be found in great abundance; yet, the 
Editors are not infenfible, that, to collect and arrange them, 
will be-an arduous tafk. ‘They therefore, while they humbly 
attempt the work, the patronage and affiftance of the 
Chriftian public, dl to find a large fhare in that chari- 


ty, which covers a de of frailties. 
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SYNODICAL PROCEET xi 


ported, that the accounts of the Treaferer appear to be recu- 
larly and fairly kept; that the amount of the contributions 
received into the fund, is - - Dolls. 1000 94 

Of the Expenditures, - - 534 49 





Balance in the hand of the Treafurer, Delis. 45% 54 


The Commiffion of the Synod of Virginia, to whom the fu- 
perintendance of Miffionary bofinefs, has for a number, of years 
palit been committed, handed in their ftatement, which is as 
follows: 

Within the laft year, the Commiffion of Synod have appointed 
fix Mifhonaries, viz. 

Mr. Robert Patcerfon was appointed to itinerate through the 
fsttlements near to Lake Erie, for fix Sabbaths, beginning the 
fourth Sabbath in November.. 

The Rev. Meffrs. Marguis and Brice were appoin nted te itine- 
rate fix Sabbaths each, through the fettlements in the N. W. 
Territory. 

The Rev. Mefirs. Fofeph Patterfon and F. M‘ Millan, were ap- 
pointed to itinerate fom Sabbaths each, through the icttiements 
near to Lake Erie. 

The Rev. Fsjeph Patterfon was appointed to go, laft fummer, 
to the Shawanefe Indians; to fet out about the firit of May, and 
continue five months. 

Mr. Alexander Cooke, (a licentiate, under the care of Ohio 
Prefbytery), was appointed to {pend five months at Sandufky, 
to initraét the Indians in the knowledge of the Gofpel of Chrif. 

Mr. Alexander Mathews was alfo appointed, to go to the 
Shzwanefe Indians, to inftru€& them in agriculture, and the firi 
principles of religion; to continue fix months. 

The Miffionaries have ail fuliiled their appointments, except 
Meifrs. Patterfon and Cooke, who, though they went to the places 
to which they were direéted, did not meet with that friendly. 
reception, which they expected from the Indians; and returned 
in about two months. 

Mr. Fobn M‘Pherrin\was, at this meeting, appointed da Miffi- 
onary for one month, to commence on the third Sabbath of 
OGober, 1802—his field of miflion to be in the New-Connedi- 
cut Referve. 


came forward, and freely refigned their offices and the Treafarer ac- 
counted to the Synod, in order that the bufine/s mix bt be ajjumed by 
that body, and tranfaled in a more regular way. : 
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LETTER 
FROM THE BASIL SOCIETY. 


ADDRESSED 


To the Miflionary Society in London. 
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OU had the goodnefs, dear Brethren, to requeft a lift 

being fent you of the towns and provinces through whit 
our Society extends; as alfoa plan of our proceedings; sth 
from one to three copies of our Periodical Publications from 
the beginning of our activity as a body. We are happy to 
gratify this with, as far as in our power; and, in return for 
your very acceptable prefent of the Evangelical Magazine, 
fend you a complete copy of our extracts and collections, 
printed from 1783 to 1798. ‘Too the firft volume you will 
find fome pamphlets ftitched, containing a full account of the 
views and organization of our Society ; which, in the main, 
continues unaltered to this day, except what improvements 
have been fuggefted by experience, or the circumftances of 
the times. Asa fpecimen of our communications, which 
circulate in manufcript only, we fubjoin thofe of the nine- 
teenth year of the Society ; ; and, in eafe you fhould think it 
werth your while, we would order thofe of the preceding 
eighteen years ta be copicd likewife; which, however, would 
be attended with confiderable expence. We fhould have 
been glad to fend you, at leaft, two copies of our Publicati- 
Ons ; ‘but thofe of 17 793 and ’94 are quite out of print; nor is 
it in our power to produce a fecond edition, as the complica- 
ted salamities of war, murrain and fcarcity, have rendered the 
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contributions of our poor friends rather lefs than what they 
ufed to be; whilft the expences of printing have rift ny and, 
in general, our Society has to meet greater wants. T he na- 
ture of our plan is beft to be learnt frem our publications. — 
Here we beg leave to draw juft a few outlines, beginning 
with our leading views :— 

1. The bafis of our agreement is our obligation to edify 


2 


one another in our moft holy faith, according to the unerring 
word of Gop, and the Gefpel of our Lord and Saviour Jefus 
Chrift; in whofe footfteps to tread, and to encourage one 
another in the bleffed practice of walking after him faithfully, 
is our duty and defire. Nor will we fuffer ourlelves to be 
diverted from this purpefe by any objections whatever, raifed 
by the adherents of the new philofophy, or the votartes of in- 
fidelity, as millions, and God be praifed, we ourfelves have 
experienced the efficacy of that faith, which is the victory 
over Sin, the Wor!d, Satan, and Hell, and which alone is able 
to form men of God, ready to ferve him in this world, and fit 
to meet him in the next. To preierve this faith of our an- 
ceftors, which alone can make us good, holy, and happy in 
life and death, fhall be our firial aim. 

2. We with, agreeably to our duty, to dire& the attention 
of Chriftendom to the figns of our times, which are fo very 
extraordinary, whether we confider them with a view to the 
Church of Chritt, or in reference to the kingdoms of this 
world. We will comfort, ad fe, and ftren rthen one another, 
in order to hold faft the patience and faith of the faints, lft 
when the Lord cometh, we be found in the number of the 
foolifh virgins 

3 Ina particular manner we will make it our concern, to 
ft engthen the ties of broth ty love between ourfelves, by 
means of mutual communic ition and participation in tempo- 
rals and fpirituals, ]-{t the adverfary fhould diff 


; u Gli urb eur bond 
ot union At the fame time, be it far from us to overlook 
fee good that is to be perceived in any other Chrifian deno- 
Monations but more efnecially in thafe lefler flocks of grace 
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hand of the Lord in thofe phenomena in whieh you, deareft 
Brethrenof England, have borne fo confiderable a fhare, con- 
fidering them as the dawning of the approaching kingdom of 
Ged, and comforting ourfelves with thele things, as with 
fweet and powerful cordials againft the benumbing influence 
of the fpirit of our awful times. ‘Totake an active and pray- 
ing fhare in all Miffionary exertions, is otir facred delighe ; 
and, we truft, the feed, which is now fprinkled with our 
tears, will rife in an harveit of everlafting joy, though we 
fhould not witnefs its maturity in tis world. 

5. As there is always, but more efpecialty in our day, an e« 
normous mafs of mifery in the world, under which believers, 
no lefs than unbelievers, groan (the latter of whom we ought 
ftill to love as our neighbors, i.e. as our ownfelves) fo we confi- 
der ourfelves bound to alleviate the fame to the utmo# of our 
power, lightening the burden of our fllow-captives lin this 
world, fecing we too are inthe fame ftate of imprifonment. 

6. The difperfing of religious traéts, by means of a print- 
ing office at Nurenburg, is alfo amongf our views 5 but we 
are forry to ftate, that, through the fcantinefs of our means, 
this method has not been fo productive of fruit as otherwife it 
might have been, . 

7. We finally think it our duty to ftand ready as fervants 
of the Lord, to improve every intimation of his will he may 
be pleafed to give us; and, we truft, we are willing to become 
any thing for the honour of his name. How far we have been 
fuccefsful in obtaining a part of what we have ftated to be 
our views, the Lord alone is able to decide. If we look up. 
on our own performance, we are forced to cry out, “ Lord be 
merciful to us unprofitable fervants!”? but whenever we con- 
template what the Lord has done for us, in the courfe of 
twenty years, we have great reafon to exult ia his mercies, 
and to afcribe honour to his name. He has not only proteé- 
ed and preferved us, but increafed and bleffed us abundantly. 
Since the beginning of the revolution, now ten years ago, 
and ftill more fince the beginning of the war, eight years ago, 
our Society as a body, and many individuals belonging to the 
fame, ‘came frequently into great diftrefs and danger. Laft 
a but efpecially this year, our centre, the town of Bafil, 

as been threatened with deftruction: however, hitherto the 
Lord has helped us ; nor will heiJay any burden on our fhoul- 
ders, but what he will enable us to bear; therefore, praifing 























4 Letter from the Bafil Society. 
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him for the paft, and trufting fer tne reit, we furrender our 
felyes wholly up to him. Yeu, dear Brethren, will join us in 
. < . = m ee: 7 omy md . . nisi : 
fupplicating bis compaflion, as long as this ume of trouble 
{hall continue to affect us; nor at any time refute us an in- 
tereft in your prayers. We new beg leave to {ubmit to your 
infeection a lilt of the places where we have formed connec- 


tions. 
The main body of our Society refides in Switzerland and 
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Germany, and, as has been mentioned, Bafil canftitutes our 
centre, whence a committee of feven members, anc a tecreta- 
ry, dircét the whole concern. The fecretary receives all the 
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letters, accounts, and matertais tor ow puoications. I wice 
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a-month we meet, waen the ik 410M always laits three hours . 
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during which, extracts of vetters are read, queries diicufled, 


and al! that refers in anvwiic to the welfare of our Seciety or 


the accomplifhment of our views, is fettled. Every feflion is 
; ? r ‘ . “ z ‘ } sai ' ra ° 
opened and concluded with prayer; and we can fay in truth, 
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that we never feparate without having enjoyed a blefling for 
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ous hearts, or received a piece of information highly interef- 
ting to the kingdom ef God. Occurrences of confequence 
eften occaiion an extraordinary meeting of the commitice.— 
Every member has hisown department affigned to him ; thofe 
among us that belong to the clergy, care for that part of our 
aifairs which requires learning and theological knowledge 3 
whilit the ret, chiefly merchants, manage the external con- 
cerns. ‘The fecretary’s bufinefs is to carry on the corref- 
pondence, and to prepare manu(cripts for the prefs, or to 
torward our publications, according to direction ; but fo that 
he conftantly ads under the controu] of the members of the 
committee. Of tiefe we beg leave to name one ; namely, our 
venerable friend Henry Brenner, a perfon eighty years old, 
and who, for upwards of forty years, has confecrated his time 
and his property to the fervice of our adorable Lord; whe 
keeps an open purfe and houfe for all real children of God 
and {till continues te promote the interefts of our Society, 
as well as the welfare of his fellow-creatures at large, without 
relaxation. Befides the members of our committee, there are in 
and about Bafil upwards of 100 affociates and frieris ; and-aw 
mong them eight minifters, all of whom can produce from 
their congregations living proofs of their miniftry ; and who 
preach redemption, through the blood of Jefus. In andabout 
Bafil, and alfo in other cantons, there are alfo flourifhing 
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branches of the church of Chrift, that ftand in a blefled con- 
nection with the United Brethren; and are cared for by 
Brethrea from the larger congregations in Germany. 

To the central Society at Balil, are attached fubordinate 
flocks and individuals at Berne, Zurich, Schafthoufen, St. 
Gall, Winterthur, Arau,. Zofingen, Wriedlifbach, and other 
inferior places in Switzerland. We alfo are acquainted with 
a good man at Lucerne, (a Romith canton) where, it feems, 
- there remains a quiet but living feed of Chriftians, from the 
time when, in the beginning of the lait ce sntury, the rage of 
Popifh priefts brought a witnels of the Lord to the ftake. 
We are alfo connected with an excellent fervant of Chrift ia 
the country of the Grifons, though we are forry to have been 
deprived of late of the biefit: ngs to be derived from our fel- 
lowfhip with him, by the troubles of the war. So much we 
know, that for the laft fifty years paft, there has been a confi- 
= rable number of truly evangelical fou ils inthe Grifens; and 

part of their miniiters unite cordially with the annual Mi- 
nifter? Conference at Herrnhut. 

_da Germany there have been formed feveral provincial Se- 

eties, much on the fame pian as our central. One of the 
mof confiderable is at Stutgard, the capital ef the dukedom 

Wuritembere ; upwa rds of oe hagas being connected 


> 


with it. In general, it may be faid, that there is a ereat werk 
of Ged in that country, where, ever fince t the reformation by 
Luther, able inftruments have been raif ed up by the Lord, 

to maintain the truth of the Gofpel; and to this day, dices 
are upwards of 100 Goilp Letactien h icatterred over that 

neizhbourhood: fome ol whom fpread the truth, not merely 
fn their o% wn parifhes, but in nt ence the public at large, by 
the productions et their very able pens. gin confequence of 


this 88 py conftellation of faithful w itnefles, there are yet 
many thoufends in thofe parts who can put their feal to the 
truth, and actually cenfefs that t Jc fus is the fined to the glo- 
ry of God the Fathag. In fome parithes there are little ffocks 
of 100, 200, and 300 bm 7 fouls, chat meet witha view to 
encourage cach other to proceed in the paths of peace and e- 
tern al glory ; and much might b 5 faid On this head, if we durf 
indulge in what might lee mn prolixity 

D. Urifperger, formerly of Augfi surg, now of Oettingen, 
whom twenty years ago i c Lig called to be a peculiar in~ 
firument in his hands, and w is to be. confidered as the 
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Founder of our Society, for the good of which, he undertook 
even a journey to London, is ftiil alive, and blefledly employ- 
ed in the work ef the Lord. On his journey to London, he 
fermed in your metropolis a fociety headed by the Rev. Mr. 
Lampert, minifter of the German chapel at the Savoy; which 
hewever, by the early death of the latter, feems to have loft 
its contiftency. 

Another Society, lefs numerous, but remarkable on ac- 

count of its feveral excellent members, is at Nurenburg ; this 
is the fource of feveral fuberdinate flocks in Franconia. A- 
mong its conftituents are two men fo richly endowed with 
gracious gifts, that we cannot be iufhciently grateful for fuch 
a ptefent from the hand ef the Lord. One of them affifts us 
with moft valuable manuferipts, full of feriptural knowledge, 
and enriched by the refults of an uncommon experience; eve- 
ry word, as it were, breathing power and love. Being by 
trade a merchant, he travels twice a year into the Auftrian 
provinees, as far as Tranfylvania, and never returns witheut 
having fcattered his prefents al] over the country threugh 
which he pafles: fchools and ehurchees, as well as individu. 
als, partake of his bounty. He makes it his bufinefs to dif 
tribute godly books; and will enter the meaneft hut, on the 
read, to fpeak the word ef falvation to great amd fmall.— 
Though happy in this courfe of well-doing, he wifhes for 
more ample means to extend his ufefulnefs {till farther. 
A third provincial Society exifts at Frankfort on the Main, 
in connection with Wetzlar, Gieflen, Krentznach, Marburg, 
&c. Several minifters, known as authors, are ameng the af 
fociates : one of the moft celebrated writers of the day, Proe 
feffor Yung, of Marburg, a bold confeflor of Jefus, and the 
moft popular oppofer ef the Antichriftian {pirit, being of their 
number. % 

A fourth Society rofe gradually in Saxony, where Luther’s 
reformation beg u, which poured fo creat a light over the 
world. Drefdea is th ocus of our conneé?; ns there. In 
that country there is flill a great nunber of peaple of ail 
ranks, from the minifter in the cabinet down to the dav-la- 
pone who are not afhamed of the Gofoe] of Sofia Chrift, 
out think it their duty to prefefs him in word and walk, be- 
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that have agreed to put by every week a trifle of their fav- 
ings, with a view te aflift in fupporting the glerious Miffi- 
onary caufe. 

A fixth Society centers at Ofnabruek. 

A feventh at Wernigerode, which fer a long time has been 
faveured particularly, with being governed by an illuftrieus 
and truly pious family ; in confequence ef which, much good 
is to be met with among all clafles ef peeple in that little 
county. 

In the Pruffian dominions, where light and darknefa are 
ftromger contrafted than any where elfe in Germany, we have 
fix Previneial Societies, viz. 

1ft. At Berlin, where the number ef real children of God 
among different denominations, amounts to one theufand at 
leaft. 2d. At Breflau, im Silefia. 3d. At Prenflau, in Pom- 
€rania; where the Spirit of the Lord has imparted to a com- 
mon taylor great gifts for the edifieation of many. 4th. At 
Biciefeld, in the county of Ravenfberg. sth. At Leer, in 
Eaft-Friefland, where a refpectable number of Gefpel-minif- 
ters have joined us. | 

We only mestion the central places; to which it is to be 
underftood many more belong. 

Since Jofeph II. (of immortal memory) gave more religi- 
ous liberty to the Proteftants in the Auftrian dominions (till 
then greatly oppofed) feveral hundred Proteftant Congrega- 
tions have been fettled througheut Auftria, Carinthia, Styria, 
Hungary, and Tranfylvania; and thefe that exifted previoufly 
have been greatly increafed. Through the good Providence 
of Ged, many truly cenverted men from eur parts, fome 
minifters, others, people of the loweft rank, but full of 
the Holy Spirit, have been fent to thefe plaees, but chiefly to 
Inner Auftria; by the labours of whom a fire of faith and love 
has been kindled, which continues to blaze unparalleled to 
this day. To thefe Congregations the Lord has ehiefly di- 
rected our attention; and partly by means of our above- 
mentioned Brether in the mereantile line, we have been ena- 
bled to furnifh them with meney and beoks, fuch as Hymn- 
books, Bibles, New Teftaments, thoufands of which, tegether 
with our own Publications, have been fent thither. Coencern- 
ing Hungary and Tranfylvania, we are enabled to boaft of 
feveral worthy friends among thesProteftant minifters there ; 


and, no doubt, much more geod is there to be found than we 
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can pofibly be aware ef at fucha aiBence. ine Bohemia we 
have no acquaintance; but our frien Ijthe Rev. Mr. Heinrich, 
of Reiberfdorf, in Upper Lufatia, writes, in a letter oF March 
=e eS srinciple of charity 
16, 1798) as follows :— From a princ ple charity and 
compatlion, I have made it my ftudy, for thefe fevera 1 Years, 
to trace the good to be met with in the Roman Catholie 
} } } t+rar a - A + al . "4 T hy “42 a 
Church, which I am the better enabiee to do, as 4 Di rder up 
on Bohemia. Is it poffible that fo refpectable a fociety ef 


] pote j smes T dey ? } . e} 12 } 
men, redeemed by and baptized into jelus death, fhould be 


1exnerience of the love of Chrift? 


uite veid of light, grace, ande 
God forbid! Phough'their diftinguifhing doétrines, reiting 
serely on the authority of Councils, runnin contrary to holy 
Ww rit. 5 ia of nocoalition of churches, yet 1 find in dividuals 
extremely ’ ble of the teaching of the Holy Spirit.— 
There are amonegft them bifheps and priefts of clear difcern- 
ment in Gofoel matters; there are laymen, efpecially in the 
loweft ranks of fociety, whefe thoughts hinges chiefly upen 
Jefus Chrift and his atonement. ‘They have prayers and 
hymns, that ene canrot pofibly read wi it feeling a tender 
love to our Saviour kindi/az ia our hb . dheir expreffis 
ns betray frequently a heart ablorbed in the love of Cirift, 
and baptized into one fpirit with him. His blood-boughe 
grace is confidered by them as being of infinite mere value 
than the celebratioa of Mafs; finners’ tears better than eral 
confefiien; and the humble ipps riation ef his d a beyond 
comparifon, fupcrior to the forinkline with holy water. Ever 
fince they have b permitted, and in certain Mie en- 
couraged, to read the B.ble, wkich fome of their ewr minife 
ters have leiired them te do, a more reafonable worthip is 
gaining the upper hend with them, and their belief is lefe 
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ing on their minds, fand quite {in ee my ideas en this 
fubjec are mi{ta! on, they areat leaft charitab'e and hermiedfs. 
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Thus far this interefting letter. + , 
this interef} _ ‘Tr. tenor of which agrees 
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4 fefly w oo the obfervatior ns of Seieaal of our riends in 
oman Catholic countries. 
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Ve fhall add a few words concerning thofe little branches 
ae our Seciect ty that are in France, Denmark, Prufiia properly 


fo called, and Sweden. 
is the only place in France where we 


Ly 
) 
‘ 


Strafburg, in Alface, i : 
have a few brethren and friends. Among them ftands fore- 
moft a merchant, whom Ged has bleffed with the coads of 
this world, which he liberally {pends in the caufe of God, by 
printing, diftributing; and circulating tracts of a gocd tenden- 
cy, from which he has the happ nels to learn many awaken- 
ings have taken their origin ; and the feed thus falling into a 
2g od ground, has productive, in many initances, of ex- 
cellent fruits, ~ astia! at prefent aged, and at the verge of 
@ternity, yet he will rather deny himtelf many a comfort that 
forego the pleafure of benefiting his fellow-men, We ean- 
not exprefs what a hearty fhare this good man, who is our 
crown and our joy, bas taken in your Miflionary attempts.— 
If God {pares his life a few years | ncer hen | may bea 
moft convenient medium to difpenfe reli: 5 Rae tragis over 
France. At any rate, his reward will be great beyond the 
grave Ot our old friend Duvernoi, late tuperintendant of 
Montbeiliar d, we ha\ ipoKcenh On anotoer occa! 

In Hol land, we have a little flock at Amfterdam, few in 
number, but abundant in child! ; they have lately got 
acquainted with the janary Society at Aewetterdam; acon- 
nection from which we predi¢i creat bicfine arife. 

In Denmark, we have Brethren at Altona and Flenfburg, 
by whofe means we are favoured with valuabic accounts from 
other parts of the niih domiriens Litho on the leaven 

lefoph ntinue | are {till wor- 
thics ready to oppofe its progre&, notonly by word, but, which 
often proves more efficacious, by their walk and converfation 
alfo. Among thefe we reckenthe Rizht Rev. Bifhop Ball, a 
C penn Sclls whom a Society, .confiiting of many thouiand 
members throughout Denmark, has honourcd wich a medal 
coined in his namic 

The fame Soci: V, 10 3 prin ed addrefs to the Danifh cler- 
gy, ule very @ reetic language, by way of reproving the 
more and more prevailing cuifom af wreiiing the true fenfe 
of the word of G d, into Socinian errers, and deaying the 
Lord who bought us. Ina esse they mention their convic- 
tion, that there are more than 7 WO—229, 70,000 fouls in 
Denmark, who have refufed to bend thei: kuves to Baal ; aad 
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ether they alfe meant to forfake Chrift ? 
weuld certainly reply, = Lord, to whom fhould we go, wr 
haft the words of eterna! lite.” In this number we comprife 
feveral families of the firft nobility in the kingdom. 

In Pruffia, properly fo called, we have a friend at panned 
gen, in the perfon of old Rey. Mr. 1 refho, a blefled minifter 
ef the Gefeel, wko has been in conneétion with us ever fince 
the beginning of our Society, He always has been, and is a 
bicfledly active in the good caule, by ifluing publications that 
have the ftamp of the Spirit of Ged. He but poor Seige 
plained to us of the lamentable ftate of vitah Chriftianity in 
his country, where the number of Gefpel Preachers, and con- 
fequently that of praGical Chriftians, |s exceeding {mall ; yet 
even there, a feed is left, and among them a few of the nobles 
of this world. The fame is applicable to Koningfberg, War- 
f2w, and other places of Pruflia, Lithuania, and Poland.— 
From Warfaw, the former capital ef Poland, we learn ina 
Jetter written by an awakened fchoolmafter, whem we fur- 
nifhed with books, twat the breathing of the Spirit of God is 
perceptible there in a rather diftinguifhed manner. ‘The abeve 
mentioned Mr. Vrefho writes:——“ On Epiphany (being the 
feftival of the Heather) | communieated to my congregation 
the news of the Miffion to Otaheite. I with to engage at 
Jeaf their minds fo far for this work, that they may give it 
the fupeort of their prayers, wreftling with the Lerd for its 
profperity.”’ 

Phe only place in Sweden where we have a friend, is Got- 
tenburg. Our dear corre ipondent there has taken the pains 
to tranflate and publith fome of our prints. At the fame place 
preaches a gracieus and hichly gifted minifter of the Gofvel, 
wit fuch fuccels, our friend writes, that his church is con- 
ftantly crowded; and many are forced to return for want of 
rome. Io finwmer, all the outfide of the place is encircled 
with hearers, defirous of receiv ing a blefling from the werd; 
and tae number of believers increal s conliderably. 

Though we are in ne connection with Ruffia, yet we are 
inferimed from good fources, that in the German colenies a- 
Jong th: W olga, there are feveral Gefpel minifters that labour 
with bleifny, 

Fina'ly, we have the fatisfadtion to fate, that by means of 
our worchy fricnd, Vander Smiffen of Alcena, our Society 
Has been tianipianted CO North-Ameriga; and we fend our 


to 
who, if afked wh 








The Grand Deft of Nominal Chriffians. re 


Collections and Extra&ts regularly to New-York and Phila- 
delphia. 

Thefe, Reverend Fathers and Brethren, are a few outlines 
of the work of Ged, either committed to us, or at leaft carry- 
ing on in thofe countries with which we are connected. The 
{cattered goed being thus collected into one focus, cannot but 
kindle the feelings of the friends of the caufe into jey and 
gratitude; but if we were’ to bring the mais of evil, the power 
and the means of infidelity befere your eyes, it would chill 
your hearts ; and a whole library of volumés would not fuf- 
fice for the purpofe of difplaying the grewing depravity of 
manners, the decay of morals, churches and ftates, Still we 
de not dc fpair: He who has called us is faithful, and our 
eaufe ishis own. The gates of Hell fhall not prevail againk 


his church: on the contrary, 
As long as Jesis Lord remains, 
Each day new rifing glories gains; 
It was, it is, anid wii! be fo, 
With his Church Militant below. 
[ Tranfated from the German] 











> eS ee ee ee ee 





THE GRAND DEFECT OF } NOMIN. LL CHRISTIANS. 
Extra&ed from Wilberferce’s PraGical View of the pre vatling Re« 
ligious Syftem of profrffed Chrifitans, contrafied with reai Chrif- 
sar 
Ti HE grand radieal defect in the practical fyftem of no- 
minal Chriftians, is their forgetfulneis of all tie peculiar 
doctrines of the religion which they profeis— The corruption 
of human nature—-the atonement of the Savious—and the 
fantifying inflaence of the Holy Spirit. 

Here then, we come to the grand diftin&ion, between the 
religion of Chrift aad that of the bulk of nominal Chirittians 
in the prefent day. ‘The pointis of the utmefi practical im- 
portance, and we would therefore trace it into its actual effects, 

There are, it is te be apprehended, not a few, who having 

een for fome time hurried down the ftream of diifipatien ia 
the indulgeace of ail their natural appetites, (except, Perhaps, 
that they were reftrained frem very gre of vice by aregard't 
character, or by the yet unfubdued veice of conicienc: 3) ne 
who, having all the while chought little, or fearcely at all, a- 
Boils religion; “living,” to ufe the emphatical langue: oF 
Scripture, “ without God in the world,” beceme ia tum de- 
gree impreffed with a fenfe of the infinite impel tities. uf re. 
B 4 
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nefs, and of the ftrength of theirindwelling corruption. Thus 
groaning under the enflaving power of fin, and exponiencing 
the futility of the utmeft efforts which they can ule fer et- 
fecting re sir deliverance, they are tempted (‘ometimes it is to 
be feared they yield t the te: nptation) to give up all in de- 
{pair ify and to pe fce under their wretched captivity, con- 
ceiving it impofibic to break their chains. Sometimes, pro- 
ba rbly, it even ha opens that they are driven to feek for refuge 
from their difg viet de in the fugeeftions of inhdelity ; and to 
quiet their troublefome confciences by arguments which they 
themfelves fcarcely believe, at the very moment in which 
— fuffer themfelves to be lulled afleep by them. «In the 
mean ti me; while this conflict has been going on, their walk 
1s fad and comfortlefs, and their couch is ni chily watered with 
tears. Thefe men are purfuing the right objeet, but they 
miftake the way in which itis to be obtained. The path in 
which they are now.treading is not that which the Gofpel has 
provided for conduéting them to true happinets, nor will they 
a in it any folid peace, 
erfons under th ef circumftanees naturally feek for religi- 
ous inftruction. a ney turn over the WO rks of OUF Mo aern 
h. ligio nifts, and as well as they can ceilect ‘the advice addref- 
fed to men nth ir fituation: the fupftance of it r at the*bettys 
of this fort: Be { ry in decd for yc nae r fins, a id difeontinue 
ce of them, but do not mab > your elves fo uneafy. 
Crift died for the fins of the whole worid. Do your uta nofts 
difcharge with fidelity the duties of your fations, not negie& 
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excellently furniflaed with works of this natore 5 and itis by 
the dilicent ftudy of them that vou will gradually bestia a 
proficient in the | ‘on is of the Gofpel.” 


ep ‘ 


But the ee ly Sei iptures, and with them the Church of 


England, call u ipon thofe whe are imithe circumfances a bove | 


ftated,: ta lay afrefh the whole foundation of their religion.— 
in concurrence with the Scripture, that Church calis upen 
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them, in the firft place, gratefully to adere that undeferved 
gaodiizis which has awakened thei from the fleep of death ; 
to preftrate themfelves before the crofs of Chriit with hum- 
ble penitence and deep felf-ahorrence ; fclemnly refolving to 
forfzke all their fins; but relying on the grace of God alone 
fer power to keep their refulution. Thus, ard thus only, fhe 
aflures them that all their crimes will be blotted out, and that 
they will receive fram above a new living principle of holi- 
nefs. She produces from the Word ef God the ground and 
warrant ef her counfel :-—* Believe on the Lord Jefus Chrift, 
and thou fhalt be faved.”’—‘ No man,” fays our biefled Savi- 
our, “cometh to the Father but by me.—! am the true vine. 
As the branch cannot bear fruit of itfelf except it abide in the 
vine, no more can ye except ye abide in me. He that abideth 
in me, and | in him, the fame fhall bring forth much fruit ; 
for without [or fevered from] me yecan do nothing.— By grace 
ye are faved, through faith, and that not ef veurfelves ; it is 
the gift of God; not ef works, left any man fhould boaft ; 
for we are his workmanfhip, created in Chrift Jefus unto 
good works.” 

Let us not be thought tedious, or be accufed of running 
into needlefs repetitions, in purfuing this point with fo muck 
earneftnefs. It is in faé&t, a point, which can never be too 
much infifted upon. It is the cardinal point, on which the 
whole of Chriftianity turns ; on which itis peculiarly proper 
in this place, to be perfectly diftinét. “There have been fome, 
who have imagined, that the wrath of God was to be depre- 

ated, or his favour conciliated, by aufterit’es and penances, 
or even by forms and ceremonies, and external! obfervances, 
But ail men ef enlightened underftandings, who acknowledge 
the moral government of God, muft alfo acknowledge, that 

ice muft offend and virtue delight him. In fhort, they muft, 
more or lefs, affent to the fcripture declaration, ** Without 
holinefs no man fhall fee the Lord.”’ But the grand diftineti- 
on which fubfifis between the true Chriftiag and al} other 
religionifts, (the clafs of perfens in particular, whem it is our 
object to addrefs) is concerning the nature of this holinefs, 
and the Way in which it is to be obtained. The Views en- 
tertained by the latter, of the wature of holinefs, are of all 
degrees of inadequatenefs; and they conceive it is to be ob- 
tained by their own natural unafiifted efforts ; or if they admit 
fome vague indiftin@ notion of the affiftance of the holr 
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Spirit, it is unqueftionably obvious, on cenverfing witk them, 
that this does not cenftitute the main praétical eround of 
their dependence.. But the nature of holinefs, to ‘which the 
deft-es of the erind Chriftian are directed, is no ‘Orb than the 
reftoration of the image of God; and, as to the manner of 
i ring it, difclaiming with ind'gnation, every idea of at- 

aining it by kis awn ftrength ; all his hopes of pofie fling it, 
ad altogether on the divine sfarateal of t the operation ¢ of the 
holy Spirit, in thofe who cordially embrace the Gofpel of 
Chrift. He knows, therefore, that nis holinefs is not to 
precede his reconciliation toeGed, and be its caufe; but to 
follow it, and be its etfect. That, in faert, it is by faith in 
Chrift only that he is to be juftified in the fight o! God; to 
be delivered from the condition of a child of wrath, and a flave 
of Satan; to be adopted into the family of ¢ time to beceme 
an heir ef God, and a joint heir with Chrift, entitled to all 
the privileges which belong to this high relation; here, to the 
{pirit of grace, and a partial renewat after the image of his 
Creator; he reaiter, to the more perfe& peffeffion of the divine 
likenefs, and an inheritance of eternal slery. 

And as it isin this way, that, in obedience to the dictates 
of the Gofpel, the truc Chriftian muff originally beeome pof- 
feffed of the viral fpirit and living prin diols 0: univertal holi- 
nefs; fo, in order to grew im grace, he muft aife fludy in the 
fame {chool ; finding in the confideration of the peculiar doc- 
trines of the Gi fpel, and in the contemplation of the | ife, cha. 
racter and fufferings of our blefled Saviour, the elements of 
all practical wifdom, and an inexhauftible ftorehoufe of in- 
ftructions and motives, no otherwile to be fo well fupplied, 
From the neglect of thefe peculiar doctrines, arife the main 
practical errors of the bulk of profeffed C br: ftians. Th. ie 
gigantic truths, retained in view, would put to fhame the 
littlenefs of their dwarfith morality. [r:would be mpoffible 
for them to make thete harmonize with their low con: ptions 


b 7 
of the wretchednets and danger ef their natural Mate, hich 
is reprefented in Scripture as having fo powerfully called forch 
the compaffion of God, that he feat his only aevotien Sonia 
re{(cue us. Woaere now are their low centions of the 
worth of a foul, when means like thefe rion to redeem 
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blood of the enly begotten Son of God? How can they re- 
concile their low ftandard of Chriitian practice with the repre- 
fentation of our being “temples of the Holy Gholt ! heir 
cold fenfe of obligation, and fcanty, grudged returns of fer- 
vice, with the glowing gratitude of thofe who, having been 
« delivered from the power of darknets, and tranflated inte 
the kingdom of God’s dear Son,” may weil concetve that the 
labours of a whole life will be but an imperfect expreflion of 
their thankfulneis. 

The peculiar do@trines of the Gofpel being ence admitted, 
the conclufions which have been now fuggefted, are clear and 
obvious deduGtions of reafon. But our neglect of thele im- 
portant truths is ftill lefs pardonable, becaufe they are éif- 
tin&tly and repeatedly applied in Scripture to the very pur- 
pofes in queftion, and the whole fuperftructure of Chriffia: 
morals is grounded on their deep and ample baiis. Sometimes 
thefe truths are reprefented in Scripture generally, as farnifh- 
ing Chriftians with a vigorous and ever-prefent pringiple of 

niverfal obedience. And our flownefs in learning the !cfion: 
ot heavenly wildom, is itil] farther fimulated, by a! 
Chrifian ‘duty being occafionaily traced te them 
proper fource. They are every where rept 
ing the hearts of the peepie of God on ca 
admiration, and thankfulnefs, and love, and jo 

ing ever the attack of the laft great enemy, and as calling 
forth afrefh in Heaven the ardent effufions of their | 
ted gratitude. 

If, then, we would be filled with wifdom and fpiri 
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’ apt to think it may 


4 


antty. How little it can d 


the bulk of nominal profeffors 
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ous in any way, and upon any fyftem. What exquifite folly 
it muft be to rifk the foul on fuch a venture, in direct eon- 
tradition to the dictates of reafon,and the exprefs declaration 
of the werd of Ged! How fhall we efcape, if we neglect fo 
great falvation f 

Looking unto Fofus! 

Here we fhall beft learn the duty and reafonablenefs of an 
abfolute and uncenditional furrender ef foul and body to the 
will and fervice of God.—_We are not our own; for we are 
bought with a price, and muff therefore make it our grand 
concern to glorify God with our bodies and {pirits, which are 
God’s. Should we be bafe enough, even if we could do it 
with fafety, to make any referves in owr returns of fervice to 
that gracieus Savieur, wko gave up himtelf for us? If we 
have formerly talked of compounding by the performance of 
fome commanc is for the oe ef ethers; ean we now bear 
the mention of a comgofition ef duties, or of retaining to our- 
felves the right of practiling little fins? Thevery fugeeftion 
of fuch an idea, fills us with indignatien and fhame,.if our 
hearts be not dead to every fenfe of gratitude. 


Looking unto Fefus / 


Here we find difplayed, in the moft lively colours, the guilt 
of fin, and how hateful it muft be to the perfect holinefs of 
that Being, who ts of apes eyes than to behold iniquity.— 
When we fee that, rather than fin fhould go unpunithed, Ged 
fpared not his own Son, but was pleafed to bruife him and 
put him to grief for our fakes; how vainly muft impenitent 
finners flatter themfelves with the hope of efcaping the ven- 
‘geance oi} heav ony and buoy themfelves up with I knew not 
what defperate dreams of the divine benignity ! 

Here too, ’e may anticipate the dreadful fufferings of that 
ft: ite, where fhall be weeping and gnafhi ing of tecth; when, 
rather than we fhould undergo them, the Son of Godhi mfelf, 
who thought it no robbery to be equal with God, confented 
to take upon him our degraded nature, with all its ‘weaknefles 
and infirmities; to bea ‘man of forre w, to hide not his face 
from fhame and fpitting, to be wounded for our tranfereffi- 
ons, and bruifed for our iniquities, and at length to endure the 
fharpnefs of death, even the death of the crois, that he might 
deliver us from the wrath to come, and open the king dom of 
heaven to all believers. 
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: Locking unto fefus ! 7 

Here beft we may learn to grow in the love aa The 
certainty of his pity anc love towards eae stb thus 
irrefragably demonitrated, chafes away the fente of oe we 
fear, and beft lays the ground in us of reciproca al ection. 
And while we fteadily contemplate this wonee: ful tranfaction, 
and confider, in its fevera! relations, the amazing truth, that 
God {pared not his own Son, but delivered fim up for us all 5 
if our minds be not utterly dead to every impulfe of fentibi - 
Jity, the emotions cf admiration, of preference, of hope, and 
truit, and joy cannot but {pring up within us, chaftened with 
reverential tear, and foftened and quickened by ovei flowing 
gratitude. Here we (hall become animated by an abid- 
ing difpofition to endeavour to pleale our great Benefactor ; 
and by an humble perfuafion, that the weakeft endeavours of 
this nature will not be defpifed by a Being, who has already 
proved himfelf fo kindly affedted towards us. Here we ean- 
not fail to imbibe an earne{t defire of pofiefing his taveur, 
and a convi&ion, founded on his own declarations, thus un- 
queftionably confirmed, that the defire fhall not be difappoint. 
ed. Whenever we are confcious that we have offended this 
gracious Being, a fing!e thought of the great work of re- 
demption will be enough to hil us with compunction. We 
hall feel a deep concern and grief, mingled with indignant 


fhame, for having conduéted ourfelves fo unworthily towards 


_ 


One who to us has been tnfi.te in kindnefs : we thal] not re ft 
til! we have reafon to hope that he is reconciled to us; and 
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we fhall watch over our hearts and conduct in future wit 
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a renewed jealoufy, Ieft we fhould‘again offend him. To 
thofe who are ever fo litrle acquainted with the nature of the 
human mind, it were fuperfuous to remark, that the afe@i- 


na > * shies . : } 
ons and tempers which have been enumerated, are the infa}}i- 


ble marks, and the conftiruent properties of love. Let him 
then, who would abound in this Chriftian pris Cit le, be much 
converfant with the great doctrines of the Gofpel. 

I: is obvious, that the attentive and freaur nt confideration 
of thefe great doctrines, muft have a fil! m . 


. more Cirect tenden- 
cy t'¥ prosuce and cherifh in our minds the principle of love 
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to Ch. iff. But, on ins head, fo much was faid Ina former 
¢itapter, aS to render any fariher obf rvati 
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Much alicy as already been obferved concerning the love 
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Chriftians. It remains, however, to be here farther remark- 
ed, that this grace can no where-be cultivated with more ad- 
vantage than at the foot of the crofs. No where can our Sa- 
viour’s dying injun@ian to the exercife of this virtue, be 
recolleéted with more effeét : “ Lhis is my commandment, that 
ye love one another as I have loved yeu.’ No where can the 
admonition of the Apoftle more powerfully affect us: “ Be 
ye Rind one to another, tender-bearted, forgiving one another, 
even as God, for Chrift’s fake, hath forgiven you.” The view 
of mankind which is bere prefented to us, 2s having been all 
involved in one common ruin; and the offer of deliverance 
held out to all, by the Son of God’s giving of himfelf up to 
pay the price of our reconciliation, produce that fympatky 
towards our fellow-creatures, which, by the conftitution of 
our nature, feldom fails to refult from the confcicufnefs of an 
identity of interefts, and a fimilarity of fortunes. Pity for ary 
unthinking wer!d affifts this impreffion. Our enmities foften 
and melt away: we are afhamed of thinking much of the 
petty injuries which we may have fuffered, when we confi- 
der what the Son of God, “who did no wrong, neither was 
guile found in his mouth,’’ patiently underwent. Our hearts 
become tender, while we contemplate this fignal aét of loving 
kindnefs. We grow defirous of imitating what we cannot 
but adinire. A vigorous principle of enlarged and active cha- 
rity fprings up within us ; and we go forth with alacrity, de- 
firous of treading in the fteps of our blefled Mafter, and of 
manifefting our gratitude for his unmerited goodnefs, by 
bearing each others’s burdens, and abounding in the difinte- 
refted labours of benevol¢nce. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
Extraé of a letter from Greenock, daied Fuly 3, 1802. 
NOW with to give you a brief narrative of a work of 
God in this neighbourhood, which has fome of the features 
of that in Kentucky. It is much fpoken againft here even\by 
fome profeflors, and efpecially by the prophane. Since the be- 
ginning of January laft, from between 40 and $0 perfons have 
been awakened to ferious concern about fpiritual things: a 
great part of thefe have obtained fome hope of falvation, and 
ae as ye. walking in fome meafure becoming the gofpel. They 
eonfift of men, women aud children, from 8 to 80 years af 
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20 Relicious Intelligence. 
Ag +4) > £ 
age. It has extended over 4 oF 5 parifhes, fome out of = 
‘The nlace where this work Is going OO, JS In that ae oO 
Argylethire called Cowal, on the north fide of the ag i 
The neareft part of it to Greenock, is § oF 6 miles over the 
river to North-Wef. The eftablifhed clergy of that place are 
slitoa man, Arminians. ‘I hey preach another gofpel than 
that of the crofs. Perr be 
According to the laws of our church, no minifter of the 
efablifhment dares itinerate in another parifh than his own, 
sa s Be Aen 
without the confent of the parifh minifter ; and juch cicrgy- 


men never almoft do invite gofpel minifters to preach for 
them, but fuch as are of their own kind. In confequence of 


r 


this, the people have been kept in much ignorance of the true 
way of falvation ; except where fundry Dilienting miniiters 

y ee , <= % - " , 1 
have itinerated among them of late years, this has begota 


’ 


thirft for kaowledge among many of them, and they now come 


Q 


~ 


down to the towns in the low countries on facrament occail- 
ons, &c. to hear the gofoe!; for they are what we call High- 
landers, and generally fpeak in the Galic languare. When 
thofe who attended thefle itinerant preachers or conference 
meetings of their own, needed baptifm for their children, their 


parifh minifters would rcfule it, until they would own a fault, 
and promife to hear fuch no more; and fuch as they thought 
the ringleaders, they would not admit at all, nor. allow any o- 
ther minifter in the church to admit them. ‘Thus the poor 
people were much opprefled, being at a great ciftance from 
Diffenting meeting-houfes. And though they did not defire 
feparation from the church, yet found minifters durft not bap- 
tize their children without a certificate from their own pa- 
rith minifter, which they would not give. The confequence 
was thattheir children remained for a time unbaptized. 
Some § or 6 years azo, a boatman of the name of Donald 
M‘Arthur, beloneing.to that country, was awake 
hopefully converted under the gofvel at Glafzow. He after- 


~ 
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wards feit a {trong aciire for the laivation of nis countrymen; 
} 


and in the courfe of his trading between Glafzow and that 
. an ec | i a ; 
place, would frequently fpend evenines and other times mn 
€xn 2 rer mh ewer aed r) 7 —— - } % : rahe ~ : , are 
“s oO kiriel sc. s FES’ vy ang : Nn with them. lhe 
fer trofpe aa f ee. - ' ; : 

or Ieil ps —tiCiC CX madi OQ, § fo [ Cc anvourt a dozen or {o 
1L7are > ae, ry oCAKNe — } , , . ; : 
Were hopefuily converted, chicfy in the parith of Scrachurr. 
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Religious Intelligentss at 
by the exhortations of the above named perfon, and their hear. 
‘ie the gofpel in the low country at times. ‘They endured 
much perfecution, were {ummoned to court and acculed of dif. 
loyalty to government, &c. but thefe things could not be proved, 
The two latt years, however, they became languid, and fome 
fell away; fo that the few who continued fteady, about fix or 
feven men and fome women, were in much grief and fear ; 
and the unconverted, who ufed to attend their meetings, with 
drew and would not go near them. It pleafed the Lord, how- 
ever, about January laft, to come near and vifitthem, ‘The 
beginning of this awakening was on this wife: At New-year’s 
Day, it is a common cuftom in this country, that people 
make merry with one another in tHe way of vifiting and featt- 
ing, and generally the young people at night have a dance.— 
A. young woman had previoufly employed a ferious perfon to 
make ready a fuit of dre{s for the dance ; the perfon did fo, 
but refolved that when fhe delivered it, fhe would give her a 
folemn warning of her danger, and fet before her the fin and 
danger of fuch ‘courfes, which the was enabled to do folemnly. 
The confequence was, the warning took immediate effect on 
the young woman, which prevented her going to the dance 5 
and fhe was brought under a deep and diftrefling fenfe of ber 
fin and danger, which continucd for fome days before fhe got 
deliverance. The fame girl’s mother was the next, in about 
two wecks after; then an old man and two fons in another 
family: and afterwards, under the exhortations of the above 
mamed Donald M‘Arthur, and at their own conference meet» 
ings, fundries from time to time have been awakened. Of 
late, this work has become more public—Many have gone 
from this to fee, fome from pious motives, others from cue 
riofity, and fome from worfe motives. 

Seldom at thefe meetings and exhortations, which are fre- 
quently held abroad, but there are one or more awakened.— 
During the time of worfhip, thofe newly awakened ard others 
forme rly {o, have been cool: amed to cry out under the fenfe 
of fin and danger they felt; and that during the whole exer- 
cife; when they are exhorted to be filent if poflible, they fay 
they cannot. A little boy of about twelve years, weeping 
and crying during the exercife, was defired to be ftill, or ne 
would be removed, replied “Ob! fir, if you faw things as I 
now fee them, you would not d tire me to hold my peace.” 
When onc in a family is awakened, generally she ceit are 
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much vexed ; call it enthufiafm and v p ae names, try to dif- 
{rade them from atte nding Meetings, Sc. In f iome cafes where 
¢he awakened could perfuade the oppofers to go with them 
to thofe meetings and fee for th ‘tisk Ives, thole were then a- 
wakened themielv es, There has been inftances of this 
where the one has been the hufband, the o other the wife:-——A 
mother and two daughters in one hai were awakened to 
concern, &c. A brother of that fa ay living in this place, 
was very angry when he Near d of it; thous “ht it was an affront 
on him that his mother and fitter fhould | be bewitched, as he 
called it. He went from this place to vifit them, and while 
crofiing the ferry on.Saturday n1 Bf was iwearing, “that ke 
would put a knife in the .eartof the exhorter.” His friends 
prevailed on him next day to go with them to hear, and he 
was buta fhort time there when he was feized with deep 
conviétions of his finful and perifhing ftate. He has been 
three — or more in much diftrefs, and has not, as yet, 
that I hav oi obtained d liverance, Thus his knife went 
to his own hae ‘re are none ftruck down as In Ken- 
tucky, but their Gig ly ftrength is exhaufted much in fome 
cafes where they are lonz in obtaining deliverance, and fome 
rave been una or to walk home without the help of others, 
the fenfe of things on their minds fo impremiang their bodies, 


} 


It is but comparativ ly few thatcry out aloud, thofe who do fe 
in the time of worthip D, notwi agg pou. diftinétly to 
what is fooken, for they can give a dittinét account of it af. 
terwards, thouch others t 'theughethey could not hear, or attend 
to any thing v while fo crying. 
The ab ve perf n who exhorts es, 1s generally as 
] underitand, Ci ride and pungent in his dilcourk $3; the people 
were in general formerly ver rant, and many of them 
grofily wicked—{ome moral}; | hoth the ¢ 
and deliverances of perf $ are LO | as | he; 
the {criptures, 
with them, not bein r abl 


Perfons awakened are 
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In perfons crying out under a diftrefiing fenfe of fin, they 
often cry for Jefus ‘the Sas iour, to come and deliver them— 
their defires and hopes of falvation are only through him, aiid 
on account of what he hath done for fianers, 

It is obfervable they have in general been brought to this 


? e~yar ey oe aesaer } fen rm —- . e 
reconciiement, berore any ccliverance > their de Jiverance has 


been as powerful as their conviction in fome cafes-—fome have 
been only two or thre days in diftre “Is, Sher. for fome weeks; 


but when the time comes for their deliverance, fome paflage of 
the word comes into mind, from it they perceive the glory and 


5 


excellence of God’s h ly heen T, in this th ey are made to 
rejoice, thathe is fuch a glorious, HiGLy and gre ACIO us one , they 


feel caufe for themfelvesand all others to praife him for evet s 
a ! . fy? >a! Sis .  ¢ ; — ‘ L las i 
that i it would ~ UIC W itn him How. tad lave oem if ne pleafed. 


Their co: mpoiure Of mind and {piritual ioy have not arifen 
from a hope of F thei own falvation only or chiefly; or from 
feripture S, importing that they were the peculiar objeéts of 
God’s love, &c. for the moft part of them are very uncertain 
about this even now, and many of them think they are no# 
converted as yet; that they have no religion at all—-they find 
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has taken any favine deal with them: at the fame time 
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nefs. [ nere 18 a Vait CNange in their Vi 35 tney now t! i} rft 
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thin them, family religion is fet up regularly, and the 
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a? PS es ae i be os dt the n ~ 7 
are remarkable for love to one another, and to the people of 
‘ } . ; ‘ ] , ‘ _- . C > grr ae “7 
God. Sundries of them have loft, in a meature, their firft joy 

1: 7 Beyer y ee 
ling the power of fin, the working of 
f their hearts, Nc. and thouch 
id they are loling re. 
4 
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and tweetneis, are fec 
heart corruption, the hardneis « 


they are walking as above, yet are afra 

ligion, or rather that what they have felt has not beea real 
religion, &c. There has been, and is j oy fundry things dif- 
acrecable in their way of talking about things; but this need 
not be much wondered at in a work of this kind in its infan- 
cy; time and experience will bring them, we hope, to a 
fteady fettiednefs in the ways of God. 


7. * 
hricf 
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Thus I have riven a Dri¢ unt of this wor » hope 1 it will 
give caufe of thankfulnefs to God by the fetious who hear of 
it; and you are welcome to publifh it ‘= ews ir Maga: a7. ey) if 
you think it may fuit it, or be of any ufe to the glory of Ged: 
you may depend on the aut! apteity of r @ far as I can gn- 
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ther. In Contyre, another part of Argyle-thire, farther weft, 
acrofs Loch-fine, in the laft Winter, and this Springs a few, 
perhaps thirty or more, have been awakened ; chiefly by the 
preaching and exhortations of one lent from the Home DOCI- 
ety. Some of thefle people have been here, and thele who 
have been with them, think well of them: they are meeting 
with the faime perfecutions and difacuities with thofe in Cow- 
ai. Minifters and landholders are threatening to put them out 
of their farms and houfes, &c, but the Lord reigneth. ‘The 
Home Society are fending out’ preachers to luch places, and 
they are faft fettling among them, here and there ; and we hore 
fone good will be done as the Lord blefles. [he work at 
Moulins is going on and {fpreading in the neighbourhood to 
{ome diftance, though nothing about it of an extra naturc=— 
but we hope it is furs. 
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For THE WESTERN Missionary MAGAZINE. 


Messrs. Epitors, 

AS I have met with feveral men of refpectable talents and 
information, who were inclined to believe that the extraordt- 
nary religious occurrences, which have lately arrefted the at- 
tention of the human mind, in fevera) parts of the United 
States, may all be refolved sito the operations of a fpirit of 
fanaticifm and delufion, [ have prefumed, through the medium 
of your Magazine, to put the public in pofleflion of my ideas 
on the interefting fubject. And although J am in pofleffion 
of all the neceflary facts ; yet, as lam at fuch a difance from 
the fcene of thefe remarkable operations, as neither to have 
my paflions agitated, my mind warped, nor my pride enlifted ; 

im in fome degree qualified for meeting the fubjeét with 
that coolnefs, which is tavorable to rational inveftication. At 
any rate, if my 
may €Xcit torts of fome perfon, more capable of doing 
the fub; ct yultice x 
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‘tempt anfwer no other valuable purpofe, it 
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Phe point in queftion is: Do thofe perfons who, under the 


rnin: ‘aa / os] st . , 1 . } 

Inn Uc nce of re] 4!0UuS Cerror, cry out, and fall down > and who 
fan Ac | iw L > 4s , ; , ‘ 

ste \ iS, under th duence of religi US JOY, riic Up, pro- 

Cc armies the Or iits ‘ 1 .. rs ’ + ‘ ' } : 

2 g i les of os Saviour of finners, by this conduét 
ove ' a c LBeyV To } or =) in > = , : 

prove, that they are under the influence of a Spirit of fana- 

frezim and delufion? 
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As truth is the object which I defign to purfue, wherever 
it may lead; 1 fhall lay down fome “general principies, by 
which [ fhall be governed in the purfuit. 

Divine re -velation, and that reafon which is in fuberdina- 
tion to revelation, are the only criterions, by which we can 
lawfully try the religious condu& of men. But, as the beft 
of men, in the prefent ftate of things, partake of human 
weaknefs and imperfection, and as human motives are fre- 
quently complicated, and the teftimony refpecting them, dif- 
ficult to accefs, and partial when obtained, we muft conclude 
that accurate deci fion is placed beyond our reach; therefore, 
in all doubtful cafes, we ought to jucge charitably ; and, 
any rate, never afc ribe that to the influence of an evil {pirit, 
which we can fairly trace to the influence of a good one. 

The fcriptures inform us, that the doctrines revealed there- 
in, had a powerful influence on the minds and bodies of men 
in time paft; therefore thefe doétrines, by the agency of the 
Divine Shivit, may have as great an influence as ever they 
had, and this may extend to greater numbers; for, what will 
hold good with refpect to Perer’s hearers, who cried out; the 
jailor, who trembled; and Paul, ai des will hold equally 
good with refpect to million Su! nde milar Oprrations and, 

as falvation: iS aS important now as it was th: My and the fame 
fpirit and doctrines are yet in siihinbe e, fimilar operations 
may now take place ; hence, fo far as the . extraordinary ope- 
rations in queftion, can be fairly traced to the influence of 
fcripture doétrines on the mind, fo f far we are juftifable in 
believin ig that they did not owe their exiftence to a fpirit of 
fanaticifm and delufion. 


Scripture predictions will juftify us in exneéting that men 
will be the fubjects of extra: haere religious operations 3 
but the feripture will not juftify us in believing, that all who 


may be affected by thefe operations will become real Chrifti- 
ans ; nor that thofe who are Chrifti MS, may Not fometimes 
ule the fpurs, when they ought to hold the reins. The fcrip- 
ture account d the carrying on of the work of God, in his 
church on eart lmuits thati cmay be accompanied with muck 
human imperf “Bion mm: wickednefs, not arifing from the 
work itfelf, but from the influence of Satan, and the ex. {ting 
ftate of human nature ; the: hing in this mi xed and imperfect 
ftate of things, we mutt neither rove, nor condemn indi 


eriminately, with refpect to the religious operations, of which 
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ae) ar effects, wherever found, to Sart: cular caules : and, | in 
{o far as we perceive any pe erfon to be the fubject of confor- 
mity to the Chriftian principle es and laws, we may believe 
‘iat he ‘s fo far under the influence of the Spirit of Chrift ; 
and confequently, that a {pi rit off fa anaticifm delufion did 
no bring him inc. that happy ftat 
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and fhout aloud for j ‘quire fome logic to prove 


that this man, at that time, was under the influence of fana- 

ticifin. But it would require 2}! the logic in the univeritties 
f 

of Oxford and Cambridce, to prove that aman was under the 

influence of a fpirit of fanatic: } del n, becaufe that 
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for 1OY. Fall r COWD C ying Out, Ni uncer tne ii fuence 
of terror or joy, abftraGily contidered, afford no certain evi- 
dence, that the fubjects of thefe operations are under the in- 
fiuence of the f{pirit of God; nor do they afford any certain 
evidence, that the fubjecls are under the influence of Satan: 
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® If the above principles are corre&t, we may indulde the 
pleafing hope, that many of the fubjeéts of the extraordinary 
operations in queftion, are under the influence of the Spirit 
of God: and we may fear, that fome of them, are under the 
influence of that Spirit, who, in the gofpel feed-time, fows his 
tares with a perfevering and unfparing hand. Let us then, 
avail ourfelves of the ad vice of Him, who faid, “ Py ther 
fruits ye fra all Anow them ;°? and I udge with candour, accerdin 
to the teftimony to which we have accefs. And let us beware 
of that fanatical fpirit, which has led fome men to difcover 
the moft violent and religious zeal, againft any thing, and e« 
very thing in religion, which is fuprem ely afte Qi ne, warm 
and interefting. 








SH OR T NARRATIVE 
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nellee, from May 17979 until Si 
January 1797, I took th oe arce of seit congrega- 

tions, vz. Red river, Muddy river, a Giafper river. An 
al deadnefs a nd ftupidit y prevailed in : nrg oF 28 
tions till the May followin Y, W vhen the L« aT d vitites 1 Gafper 
river con tegation ser an out- pouring of his Spirit. A ve- 
y confiiderable number, b oth of men and women, were 2wa- 
kened toa deep and {o] emn fenfe of their fin and dancer 
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During the courfe of the um mer, about eight Or n! le perions 
(1 humbly hope) were favin ay brought to Chrift; two of 
whom were accd perfons. Dari @ the winter, a < heowail de 
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took arse > until the fourth Sabbath in July, 1768, when 
Sacrament of the Lord’: san r was admuniitered. ‘i his was 

, 7 al cewtiay. he rudade fares } as TE 

v folimn time throughout; but efpeciaiiy on 

rep ane ia a. . 8 ° 
Monday, the Lord poured out his Opirit in a very remarkable 


manner, to the awakening of a great number of perfons; very 
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a8 3 Religion in Kentucky. . 7 
“few families could be fsund in the congregaticn, where lefy, 

ew fas 0 een 

or more were not deeply and folemnly imprefied. _ Again, at 
re, ‘ : a Ba 

Muddy river Sacrament, on the firft Sabbath of September, 

eg seral awakening took place. During this*time, a 
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vodly number, I hope, were faving: y brought to pest 
{till apSear to walk agreeably to their profeffion. is 
fed work feemed to overfpread the country with the Peay 
rapidity. In Red river congregation, and eR : (a 
uri re eache reek-day once 
neichbouring vacancy, where | preached a'week-d fee ) : 
three weeks) great numbers were folemnly awakened ; In al- 
moft every houfe, and in every company through thefle ~ 
gregations, the whole converfation was about the itateof their 
aah . : ; 
ipuls. [To be continued. | 
eT 
POETRY. 


in a Revival of Religion. | 


I brent hear the found, on earth "tis found, 
E My {oui delights to hear 


Of dying love, that’s from above, 
Of pard: n bought moft dear. 
2 God’s minitters, a Hamiog hre, 
Are paiiing through the land ; 
Their voice 1s ‘ Hear, repent and fear, 
«¢ King Jetus is at hand.” 
3 Young converts fing, and praife their King, 
And bleis God’s holy name; 
Whilft olcer faints leave their complaints, 
And joy to join the theme. 
4 Convine’d of jin, men now begin 
To call upon the Lord, 
Trembling they pray, and mourn the day 
In which they fcora’d his word. 
§ God’s chariot rolls, it frights the fouls 
Of thofe who hate the truth; 
And faints in pray’r, cry, Lord draw near, 
Have mercy on the youth. 




















6 Pour down a thower of thy great power 
On every aching heart; 
. On all who try, and humb!y cry, 
That they may have a part. 
7 Come, finners all, hear naw God’s call, 
And pray with one accord ; 


Saints, raile your fongs, w ita joyful tongues, 
To hail th’ approaching Lotd! 
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1 Jonn, Cuap, iv. VERSE I. 


Beloved, believe not every Spirit, but try the Spirits whether they 
are of Ged: .Becaufe many falfe Prophets are gone out into the 
World. 

HE Apoftolical age, or the age in which the A poftiee — 
lived and preached the Gofpel, was an age of the great» 
eft out-pouring of the Spirit of God that ever was; and that 
both as to the extraordinary influences and gifts of the Spirit, 
in infpiration and miracles, and alfo as to his ordinary opera- 
tions, in convincing, converting, enlightening and fanctifying 
the fouls of men. But as the influence of the true Spirit a- 
bounded, fo counterfeits did alio then abound: The Devil was 
abundant in mimicking both the ordinary and extraordinary 
influences of the Spirit of God, as is manifeft by innumerable 
paflages of the Anpoftles writings. This made it very necef- 
fary, that the Church of Chrift fhould be furnifhed with-fome 
certain rules, and diftingutfhing and clear marks by which 
fhe might procceed fafely i in judging of Spirits, and diftina’ 
guith tie true from the falfe, without danger of being impof- 
ed upon. The giving fuch rules is the plain defign of this 
chapter, where we have this matter more exprefily and fully 
treated of, than any where elfe in the Bible. "The Apoftle 


here, of fet purpofe, undertakes to fupply the oonce of God 
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Tue Profits arifing from the Sale of the 
Work, are devoted to the fupport of Miffions 
to the Heathen, and the frontier Settlements, 
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